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“COME AND SEE”
By: Eric Wait

John 1 gives us the story of some of the first
disciples being recruited by Jesus. Itis
interesting that two times the phrase “Come
and see” is used, once by Jesus (39) and once
by Philip (46). We can learn most from Philip's
use of this phrase. Philip is trying to recruit
Nathanael to follow Jesus and he tells him,
“We have found the one Moses wrote about in
the Law, and about whom the prophets also
wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”
Nathanael cannot believe that anything good
can come from Nazareth, so Philip tells him to
just “Come and see.” Notice he does not try to
convince him of the truth about Jesus, he just
says, “Come and see.” We can do the same
thing.

Studies have shown that most Christians are
not comfortable about sharing their faith. While
this may not be really good, it is reality. But,
just about all of us can say, “Come and see.”
We can invite our friends to come to church
and see. Other studies have shown that most
people come to church because someone
invited them. One of the families that attends
our church came because | invited them.
When [ invited him he told me that no one else
had ever invited him to church since he had

lived in Ogallala. All it took was a personal
invitation.

This October | will be doing a 4 week series
entitled, “What Is a Christian?” | will cover
what a Christian is, what it means to live as a
Christian, and what God expects of Christians.
It will be a great opportunity to invite people to
come and see what Christianity is all about.
They will have the opportunity to see that New
Hope people are not weird and that our Savior
is worth knowing. We all need to make a list of
the people we want to invite and begin praying
that God would bring them. Put on the list
those you know would never come and

we will believe God to do the impossible:
getting them to come, and then getting them to
seriously consider the claims of Christ.




Church Events for September
WC = Worship Center MC — Ministry Center

Singspiration — Sept. 4 ™ at WC, 6:30pm

Voyagers — Sept. 7 " at MC, 6:00pm
WIRED — Sept. 7™ at WC, 6:00pm

Board Meeting — Sept. 12 ™ at MC, 7:00pm

Voyagers — Sept. 14 ™ at MC, 6:00pm
WIRED - Sept. 14™ at WC, 6:00pm

Men'’s Breakfast — Sept. 17 ™ at WC, 7:00am,
all men are welcome.

“So That” — Sept. 20 ™ at WC, 5:30pm
all women are welcome.

Voyagers — Sept. 21 s“at MC, 6:00pm
WIRED - Sepit. 21 at WC, 6:00pm

Voyagers — Sept. 28 ™ at MC, 6:00pm
WIRED - Sept. 28™ at WC, 6:00pm

Voyagers is for children age 4 — 5 i grade
WIRED is for students 6 ™ — 12" grade
For more information on any of these dates call the
church office, 284-6550.

Deceit and dishonesty are prime weapons of
Satan! Be vigilant! There are many counterfeit
truths in our world today, which in reality are
nothing more than empty deceptions. Let me
give you an example of that, which happened
just this past week. New York State now has
legalized same-gender marriage, which
decided by the New York State Legislature but
never went before the public for a vote. When
that law went into effect at midnight, many

homosexual couples stepped up to be married.

Of course, the mainstream news media were
there, focusing in on one or two couples who
appeared to be very happy that they were now
“married” in the eyes of the law.

But what the cameras didn’t focus on, and
never showed us, was that not far away later
that same day, 10,000 people marched toward
United Nations Plaza, demanding that the
people of the state be given a chance to vote
on the issue. Yes, those couples did go
through a ceremony which the state of New
York considers marriage, and the images we

were seeing were true. But it wasn’t the entire
truth. The secular news media chose to show
us only part of the story, never even indicating
that there were thousands and thousands of
people who vehemently disagreed.

--Rocky Henriques, www.timothyreport.com

It has been a very busy summer. | am really
excited for the upcoming year with students. |
have made some changes that | am hoping will
make Jesus look good to the young adults
within our community.

One of the biggest changes is the name. The
young adult ministry will no longer go by the
name “the green”, but by the name WIRED
which stands for Walking In Righteousness
Every Day. There were two primary reasons
for changing the name. The first was that the
green seemed to still have a bad reputation
from years past. The second was | want to
communicate to the youth that following Christ
is not something we just do on Wednesday
nights, but something that happens continually
throughout your life, every day, every moment.

WIRED will ramp up this weekend as we begin
a new curriculum on Sunday mornings in which
we are going to walk through the entire Bible
over the next year and a half. Then
Wednesday, September 7" we will begin
meeting at 6 pm. After that we will start
hanging out on Friday’'s again and also start a
Tuesday morning Bible study.



| am also excited for something else new we
are going to do this fall. On the weekend of
October 15" we will be having a retreat
weekend for the youth at Maranatha camp. |
am excited for the opportunity for myself and
leaders to spend a whole weekend with the

youth just hanging out and talking about Jesus.

For all that is happening within the youth
program you can pick up a calendar at the
information desk or go online and download
one as well.

Please as always continue to pray that Jesus
will be made much of among the youth of
Ogallala and the surrounding area.

Since we are going to be
inviting our friends and we
want them to feel special,
please use the month of
September to get in the
habit of NOT using the
areas designated as visitor
parking. These are the spaces closest to the
main West doors and the spaces on the SE
side of the circle area by the main East doors.
They are clearly marked with signs.

We have 5 brand new parking spaces on the
West side of the building. That door is open
every Sunday and you will be able to use that
entrance. Please note that those spaces are
reserved for those who need (you do not need
to have a handicapped tag to park there) to

park close to the building. Those of us who get
around fairly well and need to walk to keep our
health up, should park (intentionally) away from
the building. Doing this means you are putting
others' interests ahead of yours (Philippians
2:3-4), which of course God really likes, and
you are staying in shape. What a deal!!!!

The Heart of Worship

By Rick Warren via Guidewords

The heart of worship is

surrender. In today's

competitive culture we are

taught to never give up and
never give in—so we don't hear much about
surrendering. If winning is everything,
surrendering is unthinkable. We would rather
talk about winning, succeeding, overcoming,
and conquering than yielding, submitting,
obeying, and surrendering. But surrendering to
God is the heart of worship.

We give ourselves to him, not out of fear or
duty, but in love, “because he first loved us.”
True worship—»bringing God pleasure—
happens when you give yourself completely to
God. As Joshua approached the biggest battle
of his life, he encountered God, fell in worship
before him, and surrendered his plans. That
surrender led to a stunning victory at Jericho.
This is the paradox: Victory comes through
surrender. Surrender doesn't weaken you; it
strengthens you. William Booth, founder of the
Salvation Army, said, “The greatness of a
man's power is the measure of his surrender.”
Surrender is not the best way to live; it is the
only way to live.

Surrendered people are the ones God uses.
God chose Mary to be the mother of Jesus, not
because she was talented or wealthy or
beautiful, but because she was totally
surrendered to him. When the angel explained
God's improbable plan, she calmly responded,
“l am the Lord's servant, and | am willing to
accept whatever he wants.” Nothing is more
powerful than a surrendered life in the hands of
God. “So give yourselves completely to God.”



A couple months ago |
mentioned a helpful prayer
resource by my previous
pastor. | thought | might
mention a couple other resources | find helpful.

There are two that | use often while studying
the Bible which are http://about.esvbible.org
and www.blueletterbible.org

There are four that | use to keep up on what is
happening around the Christian scene in
America http://theresurgence.com,
http://thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/justintaylor ,
www.desiringgod.org ,and
www.monergism.com. | really enjoy these
because they give me challenging articles each
day.

To keep up with what is going on around the
world today | check www.persecution.com and
www.joshuaproject.net. These let me know
what is happening with the church as a whole. |
hope these are helpful. With all the technology
that is used today, | would challenge you to
use it to grow more in love with Jesus each day
and not more in love with the things of this
world.

just a good ol' boy. When he walks in, I'm sure
all he'll say is hello."

"I know Tex better than any of you," said the
third. "He's so smatrt, he'll figure out a way to
do both. Here he comes now!"

Tex swung open the bunkhouse door and
shouted,

"Audi, partners!"

The Cost of Discipleship

By: JP Johnson

Matthew 10:16-23 NIV - [16] | am sending you out like
sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as
shakes and as innocent as doves. [17] "Be on your
guard against men; they will hand you over to the local
councils and flog you in their synagogues. [18] On my
account you will be brought before governors and kings
as witnesses to them and to the Gentiles. [19] But when
they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or how to
say it. At that time you will be given what to say, [20] for
it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father
speaking through you. [21] "Brother will betray brother to
death, and a father his child; children will rebel against
their parents and have them put to death. [22] All men
will hate you because of me, but he who stands firm to
the end will be saved. [23] When you are persecuted in
one place, flee to another. | tell you the truth, you will not
finish going through the cities of Israel before the Son of
Man comes.

Jesus is sending us out like sheep among wolves.

The world we live in and the body we worship
_ together in will be plagued with those who seek to

destroy until Christ returns. We must seek to
remain defenseless in ourselves and strong in
Christ, realizing there is a cost to being a disciple
of Christ. The cost of discipleship is guaranteed

to be tough and difficult so we must factor this
dimension into our expectations.

Three cowboys were
hanging out in the
bunkhouse.

"I know that smart-alec

Tex," said the first. However, we are commanded to minimize the

"He's going to start bragging about that new difficulties by being as shrewd as snakes. This

foreign car he bought as soon as he gets ISh t.the cheap Qangerqus cunning the W'Cke.d
back " use in their tactics against us, but wisdom with

"Not Tex," said the second. "He'll always be



prudence keeping us balanced between empty
cunning and naive innocence.

We must be wise in recognizing and dealing
with the dangers seeking to destroy us. We
are to treat those persecuting us with innocent
hands; not fighting them with brute force, but
allowing Jesus to work through us, and this will
enhance our testimony.

We must understand what it means to be
shrewd as snakes and innocent as doves.
Without the proper balance we may
unintentionally adopt an unbiblical shrewdness
or innocence. The key is exercising prudence,
keeping between the extreme of a dangerous
cunning and a false “turn the other cheek”
approach to life. Either way we would become

something Jesus isn’t commanding us to become.

Let us together encourage one another to exercise
prudence while listening to the Holy Spirit,
exercising prudence while standing firm until
the end.

Young Daniel in
the movie, “The
Karate Kid,” finds
himself a little out
of place when he
and his mother
move from New
Jersey to California. When a group of tough
guys beat him up, he enlists the help of Mr.
Miyagi, an elderly Japanese gardener from his
apartment complex, to teach him karate for
self-defense. Mr. Miyagi agrees to teach Daniel
and takes him out to his home. Instead of
jumping in to the lessons, Daniel is put to work
painting a fence, waxing Mr. Miyagi’s car, and
sanding the floors. Daniel is growing quite
frustrated with his experience, much like some
of you who are frustrated with your life
experiences. He thought he was supposed to
be doing something else.

What Daniel didn’t know is that Mr. Miyagi was
teaching him all along. The movements from
the chores he was doing were the basics of
karate. When Mr. Miyagi demonstrated that he
was actually teaching the young student all
along, Daniel was amazed and put his trust in
him. From that day on, Daniel put his faith in
Mr. Miyagi to teach him karate and much more.

In the same way that Daniel discovered in that
garden that Mr. Miyagi was the master teacher,
the disciples discovered that Jesus was more
than a master and teacher at a wedding in
Cana. The Bible describes the event as the
first miracle Jesus performed. In John’s
account, concluding with verse 11, we learn
that Jesus “thus revealed his glory and his
disciples put their faith in him.”
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September Birthday’s
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10
12
13
15
16

17
18

20
23
25
29

30

Joel Engdahl
Jody Haythorn

Betty Lou Foxworthy

Kim Stevens
Patrick Watts
Glen Troyer
Steve Max
Stephanie Most
Gregg Zink
Chris Eveland
Kaden Kammerer
Terrie Guthrie
Bill Dahlgrin
Dave DeVries
Janet Skinner
Chad Adams
Makenna Bryant
Eben Rosentrater
Doris Haldeen
Kacey Bruckner
JP Johnson
John Kraus
Shirley Wilkens
Linda Harms
Joel Kraus

Joni DeVries
Robert Wheaton
Angela Hulinsky
Madisen Thraen
Nathan Helzer

September Anniversaries

1 Wade & Kimberly Hill

3 Dan & Roxie Hanson

4 Steve & Deb Demilt

5 Jim & Bev Styskal

8 George & Devin Hallett

14 Craig & Jody Haythorn

20 Kim & Connie Stevens
Gregg & Renae Zink

23 Ken & Shirley Ruser

25 Tom & Glenda Andrews

26 Riley & Patsy Sermeno

27 Blake & Shirley Edwards
Richard & Phyllis Piper

28 Jake & Jill Jehorek



