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One of the major
themes in Genesis is separation. |
did not realize this until just recently.
The verb is used 5X in chapter 1;
verses 4, 6,7, 14, & 18. God
separates light from darkness, (4,
14, & 18) and He separates the
waters above from the waters below
(6 &7).

The separation seems to be toward
creating order and assigning things
to their proper places and roles. Itis
interesting, though; that God does
not pronounce darkness as good, so
there also seems to be a separation
of good from bad.

God makes a huge separation when
He declares the 7" day to be a day
of rest and calls it “holy”. It is almost
as if God is telling us that in this
world separation is a good thing and
something God thinks should
characterize our lives. It certainly
does His creation.

The New Testament clearly teaches
that Christians are supposed to be
“other than” (holy) non-Christians;
that our lives should be clearly
different from those who do not know
Christ as Savior and Lord. | Peter
1:13-16 is very interesting reading in
this regard.

How are we doing in America?
Remember, the Bible teaches
corporate responsibility for sin, so
even if we are not guilty of certain
things, we are a part of the American
church.

It is fairly common knowledge now
that the divorce rate among
evangelical Christians is the same as
it is among those who do not claim to
know Christ as their Savior and Lord.
A new study (“Forbidden Fruit: Sex &
Religion in the Lives of American
Teenagers” by Mark Regnerus) has
found that, “Evangelical teens don’t
have sex less than their non-
evangelical friends; they just feel
guiltier about it.” (AFA Journal,
March 2008)

George Barna makes some startling,
even scary, statements in his recent
book, “Think Like Jesus”. “Ninety-
one percent of all born-again adults
do not have a biblical worldview.”(p.
23) “The consequence is that
millions of---the data suggests most--
-born-again Christians have not
surrendered their life fully, and thus
they keep one foot firmly planted in
this world and one foot gingerly
lodged in the next.” (p. 26) “It
seems that Christians are more
affected by society than society is
affected by Christians.” (p. 27)

What is happening to the church in
America? What about the church in
Ogallala?



“How, then, can they call on the one
they have not believed in?
And how can they believe in the one
of whom they have not heard?
And how can they hear without
someone preaching to them?
And how can they preach unless
they are sent? As it is written,
‘How beautiful are the feet of those
who bring good news’.”

Romans 10:14-15

Allen & Amy George

Apartado 206

Abancay, Peru

Phone: 011-51-83-322469
Email: Perugeorges@yahoo.com

Names of family members and their
birthdates:
Allen 7/12/67

Amy 2/8/68
Sarah 2/12/97
Ben 11/24/98
Mia  2/19/01
Paul 5/30/03

Allen & Amy’s anniversary 5/8/93

The name of the George’s mission is
SIM (Serving in Mission) and they
have been in the mission field since
February 2000.

CURRENT ACTIVITIES:
Mobile clinic

Prison Bible Study

Church Plant in Trujipata
Women'’s Bible Study

Teen girls Bible Study
Rosario school religion class
Diospi Suyana Hospital
Health Coordinator SIM- Peru
Abancay Chess Club

Some of the special people in

their ministry are:

Jaime Huamanguilla helps teach
Bible Studies in the Prison

Mario Solérazano helps preach at
the Trujipata church plant

Klaus and Tina John (Germans) are
directing the Hospital Diospi Suyana

We asked the Georges what they
have seen God doing in the past
few months. Their answer follows:
The prison ministry continues to
amaze and encourage us. More and
more inmates are coming and
making decisions to not just be
Christians but obey His Word.

Special prayer request:
Amy still suffers from very mild



seizures since her brain surgery in
2004. Pray that they stop.

Here Amy is examining a patient
who will hopefully get his (yup itis a
boy) heart fixed in Omabha this year!

Here is the whole family, Amy, Paul
(on her lap), Ben, Sarah, Allen and
Mia (on Allen’s lap)

Here Allen is helping assemble 38
wheelchairs donated by
freewheelchairmission.org.

We have a new room (the old library)
where mothers or fathers with crying
babies can go and still see and hear
the service. Thanks to Bob Josjor
and Chris Day we now have the
Sunday morning service broadcast
on TV in the old library. Since the
room is not very large, this is only
available to moms or dads with
crying babies.
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This is the name of

the church plant in

Poznan that Tomek

and Damaris

Otremba are leading. They recently
took 50 of their people on a week-
long retreat and studied grace and
its implications for daily living in
depth. They brought in a special
speaker and Tomek reports that
everyone had a great time and that
they learned a lot. Please pray that
the practical application of the
teaching would radically change the
lives of those who were there.

God knows what it is to need. The
One who causes water to burst from
the rocks for the Israelites had to ask
a woman to bring Him a simple drink
from a well. The One robed in
splendor in the courts of heaven was
stripped naked and nailed to a cross.
The One who created the galaxies
had to build fires to shield Himself
from the winter cold. Meeting human
need, then, is very much on God's
agenda. Human needs are not
irrelevant or unspiritual.

--Michael Youssef

(The Timothy Report, www.timothyreport.com,
November 13, 2006)

We are looking for a

few people who have

handy-man talents to

volunteer to do minor

repair work on the

various things that always need
repaired in facilities like ours. We
want to form a team of people who
will be available to do some of these
things as they are needed. If you
are interested in helping out please
call Kim at the office (284-6550) or
Jeff Most (284-2293 / 289-4280).

After being appointed to the church's
evangelism and outreach committee,
one particular member was quite
nervous at having to make
evangelistic visits. His Pastor
comforted him by suggesting that he
pray. "If you spend a few minutes
talking with God prior to visiting
someone, it should help."

When the committee met again, the
nervous parishioner approached the
Pastor and said, "Thank-you so
much for suggesting prayer. | tried it
before | went on my visit and it really
worked!"

"I'm so pleased to hear that," the
Pastor answered. "Why don't you
share your experience with the rest
of the committee so others may
know of the power of prayer?"

"Well," he replied, "I prayed that the
people wouldn't be home, and they
weren't."



The Building Committee presented
the next building project, remodeling
the restrooms, to the congregation in
February and they voted yes.

As soon as the money is raised the
work will start. The project will cost
$40,000. We have $22,000 already.
We are praying the money can be
raised soon because Heartland
Builders has an opening to do the
work in May. If we are not able to do
it then we will have to wait until the
fall or winter.

The women'’s restroom will be
enlarged by taking the closet out that
is located behind the restroom. The
men’s restroom will stay the same.
The closet behind the men’s
restroom will come out and a
handicapped unisex restroom will be
put in. The entrance to that restroom
will be from the fellowship hall.

The diagram of the new restrooms is
below. If you have any questions

about this, please contact one of the
members of the Building Committee.

Building Committee members are:
Chuck Flaming, 239-4221

Steve Nelson, 284-2883

Eric Wait, 284-6550,

Marion Kroeker, 284-6168

Kerri Dishman, 284-9883

Kim Piepho, 284-6550



‘How come people want to take the
I God out of Easter but no one wants
I to take the Satan out of Halloween?”

--Jay Leno

It is hard to
believe that it is
March already. It
seems like
January 1 was
not all that long
ago. This means
a few things for
our student
ministry; (1) ATF is right around the
corner, (2) the school year only has
2.5 more months before summer. It
seems crazy but it is true. The next
few months will race by in a flash.
Before we know it they will be gone.

ATF is coming up in April and we
already have 85 students signed up
to go. It always amazes me at the
number of students who decide to go
to ATF. It is definitely a challenging
time for them as well as fun.

It is true that students will not
remember 90% of what you try to
teach them. The things that will stick
out in their minds are the crazy
things, the fun nights, the trips and
concerts. That is why | believe those
things are so important in the
formation of students.

It gives us (as leaders) an
opportunity to help form them
spiritually. It gives our adults yet
another chance to pastor/ shepherd/
disciple students they care for in an
environment created for them.

Honestly our leaders have the
chance to have a greater impact on
our students than | do. The thing is
that we have students slipping
through the cracks because we do
not have enough help.

What is the ministry you are involved
in within our church body? How are
you involved in making disciples?
Let's be honest Jesus commands us
to make disciples in the Great
Commission. How is that working for
you?

The truth is we could have a bigger
impact on the students that come but
we need more caring adults. We
need more people who care who will
step up and help us with our youth.
Will you help? Will you obey God'’s
Word and do something about
discipling our students?

by Max Lucado

John didn’t know on that Friday what
you and | now know. He didn’t know
that Friday’s tragedy would be
Sunday’s triumph. John would later
confess that he “did not yet
understand from the Scriptures that
Jesus must rise from the dead”
(John 20:9).



That's why what he did on Saturday
iS so important.

We don’t know anything about this
day; we have no passage to read, no
knowledge to share. All we know is
this: When Sunday came, John was
still present. When Mary Magdalene
came looking for him, she found him.

Jesus was dead. The Master’s body
was lifeless. John’s friend and future
were buried. But John had not left.
Why? Was he waiting for the
resurrection? No. As far as he knew,
the lips were forever silent and the
hands forever still. He wasn’t
expecting a Sunday surprise. Then
why was he here?

You'd think he would have left. Who
was to say that the men who
crucified Christ wouldn’t come after
him? The crowds were pleased with
one crucifixion; the religious leaders
might have called for more. Why
didn’t John get out of town?

Perhaps the answer was pragmatic;
perhaps he was taking care of Jesus’
mother. Or perhaps he didn’'t have
anywhere else to go. Could be he
didn’t have any money or energy or
direction... or all of the above.

Or maybe he lingered because he
loved Jesus.

To others, Jesus was a miracle
worker. To others, Jesus was a
master teacher. To others, Jesus
was the hope of Israel. But to John,
he was all of these and more. To
John, Jesus was a friend.

You don't abandon a friend — not
even when that friend is dead. John
stayed close to Jesus.

He had a habit of doing this. He was
close to Jesus in the upper room. He
was close to Jesus in the Garden of
Gethsemane. He was at the foot of
the cross at the crucifixion, and he
was a quick walk from the tomb at
the burial.

Did he understand Jesus? No.

Was he glad Jesus did what he did?
No.

But did he leave Jesus? No.

What about you? When you're in
John’s position, what do you do?
When it's Saturday in your life, how
do you react? When you are
somewhere between yesterday’s
tragedy and tomorrow’s triumph,
what do you do? Do you leave God —
or do you linger near him?

John chose to linger. And because
he lingered on Saturday, he was
around on Sunday to see the
miracle.
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MARCH

MC = Ministry Center
118 East B Street

WC = Worship Center
319 East O Street

2 -Singspiration , 6:30pm at WC

5 -Voyagers (4 year olds — 5" grade)
6:00-7:30pm at MC
-The Green (6th grade — 12" grade)
6:00-8:30pm at WC

6 -Celebrate Recovery , 6:15pm at
MC

9 -Membership Class , Noon at WC

10 -Board Meeting , 7:00pm at MC

12 -Voyagers (4 year olds — 5" grade)
6:00-7:30pm at MC
-The Green (6" grade — 12" grade)
6:00-8:30pm at WC

13 -Celebrate Recovery , 6:15pm at
MC

14 -MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers)
9:00-11:00am at WC

15 -Men’s Breakfast , 7:00am at
MC

19 -Voyagers (4 year olds — 5" grade)
6:00-7:30pm at MC
-The Green (6™ grade — 12" grade)
6:00-8:30pm at WC

20 -Celebrate Recovery , 6:15pm at
MC

21 -Easter Cantata “Then Came the
Morning”, 7:00pm at WC

22 -Easter Cantata “Then Came the
Morning”, 7:00pm at WC

23 -Easter Cantata “Then Came the
Morning”, 10:31lam at WC

25 -“So That” (Women'’s Ministry)
5:30-7:30pm at MC

26 -Voyagers (4 year olds — 5" grade)
6:00-7:30pm at MC
-The Green (6th grade — 12" grade)
6:00-8:30pm at WC

27 - Celebrate Recovery , 6:15pm at
MC

28 - MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers)
9:00-11:00am at WC

March Birthday's

1 Alexander Landen
Blair Youngs
Mildred Brown
Larry Laird
Harvey Kenfield
Albert Karg
Elias McKeag
Stacy Rundback
Carlie Waitley
Jared Washa
Gerry Welsh
11 Peggy Garrelts
Tyler Knaub
12 Abbie Zoellner
14 Hannah Allen
16 Gloria Fowler
Don Jenkins
Wayne Wilkins
19 Abigail Allen
Seth Eveland
Jan Flaming
Pam Holscher
20 Cathy Herstedt
Majorie Neill
21 Rod Scofield
24 Burton Nass
25 Steve Ellis
Emmit Rosentrater
27 Billy Thode
28 Jack Green
Tyler Most
Luke Schmidt
29 Tim Eveland
Terra Holmes
30 Marv Stokey
31 Chris Cambell
Tracy Pore
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March Anniversaries

5 Kelly & Pam Holscher
16 Steve & Jill Max
18 Don & Doris Jenkins
30 Gregg & Stephanie Most



