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This month’s “Message From a
Minister” is longer than usual, but it

covers some very important information

that should cause us to think about a
very important issue. Enjoy the read.
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BEFORE YOU VOTE
By Mark L. Carlton

If you were to ask the average
Christian about his or her
responsibilities as a citizen, they
would probably say; obey the law,
pay your taxes and pray for those
who lead us. These answers are
correct...but incomplete. The Bible
does indeed teach us that we are to
do these things, but the New
Testament passages that teach us
that we are to do these things, were
written to men and women living in
the Roman empire, and for them
these three things were a fairly
complete summary of what it meant
to be a good citizen. But we are
citizens of a representative
democracy. We have additional
responsibilities and privileges.

When the United States was
founded a new paradigm was

created. There would still be people
ruling over us, to whom we owe
honor and our prayers; there would
still be taxes collected and we would
be responsible for paying them; and
there would still be laws passed that
we would need to obey. But the
American experiment did provide for
something unigue in human history.
Under the American system, every
so often the people become king for
the day.

The way it works is that once every
couple of years the people rule
through the ballot box. Proposed
laws are submitted for their approval,
judges wait to find out whether or not
judges will be retained or removed
from the bench, and leaders -- from
President, to Senators and
Congressional representatives, to
state legislators to county
commissioners and city council
members — are chosen. Sometimes
the people even vote for
dogcatchers.

What, then, are the responsibilities of
a Christian citizen on that one day in
which he or she is the government?

| would suggest that it is the
responsibility of a Christian ruler —
whether he or she serves for a day



or for years -- is to take their job
seriously and rule well. To this end,
let us consider a few basic
principles.

the actual issues Kennedy
and Nixon addressed in their
famous debates. They no

a. Know what you are doing —

Statistics show that 86% of
voters are uninformed; they
know neither the issues nor
the candidates. Yet the 86 %
decide most elections. And
you wonder why we are in
trouble?! These days
politicians now take the
ignorance of the average
voter into account in their
marketing campaigns.
Knowing that most people
vote on the basis of name
recognition or certain hot
button issues, political
consultants seek only to
pander to those things. They
know for example that the
average mailing will be in the
hands of a voter for only 15
seconds, the time it takes to
glance at it and throw it away.
So they prepare mailers that
feature name and a few
carefully polled hot button
issues, bullet pointed and
highlighted with bold type.
The Christian should among
the 14% of voters who know
what or who they are voting
for and why.

Because issues come and
go, character matters - Itis
almost laughable to consider

longer matter because issue
change, and the big issue of
today becomes the footnote of
tomorrow. You can be sure if
you vote for a candidate this
year, let us say a four year
term of office that something
will come up in the next four
years that no one ever
anticipated. So more
important than a candidate’s
stand on a particular issue is
the character of the man or
woman who will be deciding
the issues.

Some Issues matter more
than others — There are
issues that transcend politics
(abortion, euthanasia &
marriage) , issues that mater
to God. Thus it is important
that a candidate not only take
the right stand on these
issues, but understand why
s/he is taking the stands s/he
is taking. This goes to the
candidates’ world views. Do
they think like a Christian?

Do they see the world through
a Biblical lens? Really,
perhaps the most important
guestion any office seeker
can be asked is: “What is your
overall view of the universe?”




d. Am I voting for man or
woman of God? — As a result
of spending over a year going
through the books of | & 11
Kings and | & Il Chronicles, |
have come to realize the
importance of having godly
rulers. It seems to be a
Biblical principle that fish rot
from the head down and a
nation seldom rises higher
than its leaders. Billy
Graham once pointed out that
not every born again Christian
is qualified to be president.
So it is better to have a
competent unbeliever than a
believing nincompoop.
However, all other things
being equal go with the man
or woman of God. If
godliness exalts a nation the
best way of insuring that it
happens is by choosing the
godly. So find out where a
candidate stands with God.

less than 5% of mothers surveyed
prefer candy. 30% prefer flowers,
and almost that many — 27% —
want a digital camera.

A survey of new moms by “The First
Years”, which makes child
development products, found that an
overwhelming majority preferred a
day at the spa (31%) or a
housecleaning service (29%) as a
gift.

But Jane Chesnutt, editor in chief of
Woman’s Day magazine says:

"Forget all that. What they really
want is some token that means they
are really, really loved," she says.
"Even if there are sales figures or
research showing that younger
mothers prefer a certain type of
present over another, my strong
instinct would be they would want
both — the ’hard’ present and the
'soft’ present, the emotional present.”

"#$S$" % &"

Survey after
survey tries to
determine what
women really
want for
Mother’s Day.

According to a survey by Circuit City,

John Maxwell tells a story about 2
boys on their way to school...and
talking about their families. One boy
said—“I've figured out a SYSTEM for
getting along with my MOM.... It's
very simple--- She tells me what to
do....AND | DO IT!"



As the
school year is
winding down one
thought comes to
mind, “Transitions
are always hard.”
It is always hard to
for me to transition

from going all out through the school
year to being a lot more scaled back
through the summer.

| do look forward to summers
though. They allow me to dream
and plan and read...a lot. Then
once the summer comes to an end |
always find it is just as tough to
transition back into the fall and the
beginning of the school year. One
thing is for sure, transitions are
tough.

| often think of what Mary
went through when Jesus was being
beaten, spat on and hung on the
cross to die for our sins. Over the
course of a few days she went from
the highest of highs to the lowest of
lows.

For her it was the ultimate
transition in life: losing her son but
yet gaining a Savior. Talk about
running through the gamut of
emotions: watching him grow up,
hearing people falsely accuse him of
things he did not say or do, watching
him be beat, watching him die a
brutal death on the cross. Then the
ultimate blow comes going to dress
his body with wraps and perfume
only to find he was gone! He did all
of this to pave a way for you to
spend eternity with God the Father.
Talk about a life transisition.

| love how Matthew 28:8-10
tells of this, “So the women hurried

away from the tomb, afraid yet filled
with joy, and ran to tell his disciples.
Suddenly Jesus met them.
"Greetings," he said. They came to
him, clasped his feet and worshiped
him. Then Jesus said to them, "Do
not be afraid. Go and tell my
brothers to go to Galilee; there they
will see me." They ran away afraid
but filled with joy. Then they saw
Jesus himself. | am surprised that
they both did not have heart attacks
on the spot. Can you imagine the
emotional roller coaster they must
have gone through?

What kind of a transition are
you going through in life? What kind
of a transition does God want you to
make in your life? God convicted me
9 weeks ago to lose 100 pounds.

My goal is to have it down by the end
of September. As of right now | am
down almost 40 pounds in the last 9
weeks. Not only has there been a
huge transition in the way | eat and
exercise but | am also gaining a new
appreciation for who God has
created me to be. Often times we
fight change off when we are faced
with it because it scares us half to
death. What change are you facing?
How does God want you to walk
through it?

Adrian Rogers, Pastor
of the Bellevue Baptist
Church in Memphis,
TN, tells a story about a
man, his boys, and



respect for their mother:

"It seems that one of the boys lipped
off to his mother one day. Now |
don’t know about your home, but in
the Rogers home showing disrespect
to Mama was not tolerated. It wasn’t
tolerated in this home either,
because this boy’s father said to him,
'Son, | want to tell you something.
When you lipped off to your mother,
you sinned against God. God says
you are to honor her, and you're
going to have to answer to Him for
that.'

'‘Not only that, but you sinned against
your mother. She went down into the
valley of the shadow of death to
bring you life. How ungrateful you've
been to speak to your mother that
way and you're going to have to
answer to your mother for that.'

And then this godly dad said, 'l want
to tell you something else. Not only
is she your mother —she’s my wife.
And you’re not going to talk that way
to my wife. Now not only do you
have God and your mother to deal
with, you’ve got me to deal with
because you have shown disrespect
to my wife."
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Phil & Gwen Binder
138 Niyok Street
Santa Rita, GU 96915

Phone: 671-565-2053
Email: pbinder@ite.net

Names of family members,
anniversary date and birthdates:

Anniversary 8/1/87

Phil 4/26/55
Gwen 6/9/62
Debbie 6/9/89
Nathan 9/28/90
Andrew 8/16/92

Phil & Gwen Binder have been in the
mission field in Guam for seventeen
years. They are with Trans World
Radio.

Phil states:

* With God's wisdom and help, |
keep our five transmitters running so
they can broadcast the Gospel to
this needy area of the world.

Besides working on the transmitters,
| also see that the programs are here
that we broadcast and program the
computers to play the programs over
the transmitters. Then | also
maintain the road into the site, work
on the equipment and antennas.



* Gwen home schools the boys
which keeps her very busy.
Occasionally she helps out at the
transmitter site.

* The special people in our ministry
are those we work with and our
listeners. Mike is our chief engineer,
Doug keeps our computers secure
and working, George handles our
frequencies, Sterling and Jim keep
the outside up and building
maintained as well as working on the
antennas, and Bob works on the
finances for the region.

* The last half year we have had a
number of transmitter breakdowns,
but we have lost very little broadcast
time. Let me give you a couple of
examples. One night | was running
the shift and transmitter five quit
working. It happened just a couple
of minutes before it was scheduled
to go off for half an hour. Since we
run one man shifts and can't work on
the transmitters by ourselves, |
called another person to come down
and we had the transmitter fixed
quickly and on the air shortly after
the half hour was over. Then a
couple of weeks ago, transmitter one
ran fine all morning and as it
changed to the night frequency, it
tripped the breaker and wouldn't
come back on. Mike and | went
down to work on it and found the
breaker fried. What I find amazing is
that the breaker ran the whole shift
with the huge load of the transmitter
on it and then tripped when the
transmitter didn't have a load on it.
God times the breakdowns so that
we either don't lose broadcast time
or lose very little time. Itis
absolutely amazing how He does it

but there is no doubt He is doing it
and in charge of the operation.

* We are still very short staffed over
here and would request prayer for
more missionaries to join the work
here. We are also entering our dry
season and would request prayer for
dry weather so we can get the
antenna maintenance done. Nathan
finishes high school this year and we
would request prayer for direction as
to where to attend college.

* | want to thank you for your
support and prayers for us. God is
drawing many to Himself in this part
of the world through the broadcasts
and you are a real part of this
ministry and we thank you for being
faithful in what God has asked you to
do.



a significant part of the normal
Christian life. | had a seminary
professor who said, “The New
Testament knows nothing about an
unbaptized believer.” There is
something very significant about
Christian baptism and if you have not
been baptized as a believer | would
encourage you to seriously consider
doing so. If you have any questions
please give us a call, 284-6550.

Bottle feeding: An opportunity for
Daddy to get up at 2am too.

Defense: What you'd better have
around de yard if you're going to let
the children play outside.

Drooling: How teething babies wash

their chins.
Have you Dumbwaiter: One who asks if the
been kids would care to order dessert.
baptized as
a believer? Family planning: The art of spacing
your children the proper distance
apart to keep you on the edge of
While the Bible is very clear that financial disaster.
baptism does not save us, it is also
very clear that Christians should be Feedback: The inevitable result
baptized. The Great Commission in when the baby doesn't appreciate
Matthew 28:19-20 makes it very the strained carrots.

clear that baptism is supposed to be



Full name: What you call your child
when you're mad at him.

Grandparents: The people who think
your children are wonderful even
though they're sure you're not raising
them right.

Hearsay: What toddlers do when
anyone mutters a dirty word.

Independent: How we want our
children to be as long as they do
everything we say.

Look out: What it's too late for your
child to do by the time you scream it.

Prenatal: When your life was still
somewhat your own.

Preprared childbirth: A contradiction
in terms.

Puddle: A small body of water that
draws other small bodies wearing
dry shoes into it.

Show off: A child who is more
talented than yours.

Sterilize: What you do to your first
baby's pacifier by boiling it and to
your last baby's pacifier by blowing
on it.

Storeroom: The distance required
between the supermarket aisles so
that children in shopping carts can't
quite reach anything.

Temper tantrums: What you should
keep to a minimum so as to not
upset the children.

Top bunk: Where you should never

put a child wearing Superman
jammies.

Two-minute warning: When the
baby's face turns red and she begins
to make those familiar grunting
noises.

Verbal: Able to whine in words

Whodunit: None of the kids that live
in your house.

Whoops: An exclamation that
translates roughly into "get a
sponge."
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3&4 Bertie Haddix
Sue Goin
JP & Kimberly Johnson
10&11 Steve & Kay Davison
Kristie Davison
Marla Harris
17&18 Rod & Wendy Scofield
Joyce Scofield
24&25 Adam & Kylie Hayward
Larry & Marion Kroeker
31&1 Glenda Andrews
Bonnie Johnson
Dick & Shirley Sherich



MAY

4 — Singspiration at 6:30pm at MC
7 —Voyagers (ages 4 — 5" grade)
6:00pm at MC

7 — The Green (6" grade — 12"
grade) at WC

8 — Celebrate Recovery 6:00pm at
MC

12 — Board Meeting 7:00pm at MC
14 — The Green (6™ grade — 12™
grade) at WC

15 — Celebrate Recovery 6:00pm at
MC

17 — Men's Breakfast 7:00am at MC

22 — Celebrate Recovery 6:00pm at
MC
29 — Celebrate Recovery 6:00pm at
MC

May
Anniversaries

4 Steve & Kay Davison

9 Breck & Kris Tuttle

13 Scott & Tracy Eveland

15 John & Kim Piepho

17 Steve & Theresa Barry
David & Betty Nelson

21 Dave & Melissa Geho

22 Ron & Kathy Mettscher

24 Clint & Kathy Morford

25 Chuck & Delpha Dekoekkoek
Bert & Judy Krajewski

26 Jack & Karen Green
Ron & Kim Schmidt

28 Dan & DeAnn Zwickl

29 Glen & Shirley Troyer

31 Ben & Kerri Dishman

11

12
16
17
18

19
20
21
23

25
26

27
28
29

30
31

May Birthday’s

Pearl Kirkpatrick
Whitney Knaub
Nicole Sorge
Jason Eastman
Patti Allen

Larry Strasburg
Katie Barry
Marion Kroeker
Arianna Deaver
Travis Pore

Lori Watts

Cindi Allen

Jean Baumann
Richard Allen
Shirley Troyer
Tyler Kimberling
Andrea Bruckner
Alberta Haddix
Samantha Schwartzkopf
Randy Regier
Mike Babl

Rick Van Rotz
Mark Carlton
Tessa Kraus
Ashley Glazebrook
Tanya Gardner
Wade Hill

Julie Thode
Breck Tuttle
Julie Bruckner
Blake Edwards
Danette Robertson
Roy Rundback
Brooke Roberts
Tracy Eveland
Jerry Hayward
Ruth Holmes
Emma Redinger



