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Connected

Hebrews 10:24-25
says, “And let us
consider how we
may spur one another on toward
love and good deeds. Let us not
give up meeting together, as some
are in the habit of doing, but let us
encourage one another----and all the
more as you see the Day
approaching.” God knows that it is
to our advantage to place ourselves
in circumstances that will help
motivate us to love Him and others.

It is very clear from these verses that
those circumstances involve other
people in settings that allow us to
talk about things that will help us
make God look good. Everyone
knows, and studies have shown that
small groups of people meeting
together regularly are powerful tools
of change.

Funny, God must have known that a
long time ago. Whether we are
mature Christians or new Christians,
we need others and they need us. |
would encourage all of us to make a
commitment to regularly participate
in a small group of Christians that,
focusing on the Word of God,
“...spur(s) one another on toward
love and good deeds.”

TR UE VALENTINES
By Dr. Michael A. Halleen

"Dear friends, let
us love one
another, for love
comes from
God."

(2 John 4:7)

Valentine's Day is coming up. This
love business is a tricky thing. In
western culture, we have it all
wrapped up with emotion, as though
love springs from liking someone
enough to have warm feelings
toward them. In fact, love is a way of
acting toward another, regardless of
feelings.

Mr. Alwin was my English teacher in
high school and director of the junior
class play in which | had a role
requiring me to kiss Sally Brunzell.
Inexperienced at sixteen, | had never
kissed a girl before, and my first
attempts in rehearsal were evidently
awkward even beyond what's
expected in a high school play. Mr.
Alwin called Sally and me into his
classroom after school one afternoon
and told us we had to improve. "I
want you to practice here and now,"
he said, "until you get it right!" He
judiciously kept the door open and
remained at his desk while we went
to the back of the room to practice.



"No, no, no!" he said loudly after our
first faltering attempts. "What's the
matter with you, Halleen?" (The fault
obviously was mine.) | mumbled
something to the effect that | could
kiss Sally better if we loved each
other. "Feelings have nothing to do
with how to kiss her!" he roared from
across the room. "This is for the
stage!" He proceeded to give me
specific direction on the proper
techniques of a stage kiss. It was the
first time | had to think about
separating feelings of love from
actions of love.

A few years later, while in college
and living with my widowed
grandfather, | asked him about
something we had read in a student
Bible study about loving God. |
confessed that | was having a hard
time mustering up any feelings for
God. "Love for God has nothing to
do with feelings," this wise veteran
preacher told me. "To love God is to
obey God. It's about what you do,
not what you feel."

Mr. Alwin's classroom and my
grandfather's dinner table were two
places where | began to understand
love's reality. Feelings come and go,
but actions can be carried out with a
degree of consistency. If love
demands that | feel warm and cozy
toward an enemy, or even a friend,
I'm lost. But if it requires only that |
act in a way that is kind and truthful,
whatever my feelings, there's hope.
And that's the love to which God
calls us. That's being a *true*
valentine.

Sally's and my stage kiss was

carried out successfully. "I knew you
could do it," Mr. Alwin said.

Copyright 2009 Dr. Michael A. Halleen.
Permission is granted to send this to others, with
attribution, but not for commercial purposes.
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LIFE AFTER
‘ONE MONTH TO LIVE”

The “One Month to Live”
series is only the
beginning of our small
group topics . Right
after this we will be
doing another 6 week
study called, “A 40 Day
Spiritual Journey to a More
Generous Life.”

Each day we will examine Scripture
that will help us evaluate just how
generous we are to God and to
others. There are some great stories
and ideas in this study.

This will NOT be a video study and
there will not be a hardcover book.
There will be a daily devotional guide
with discussion questions for the
small groups.

MAKE A FRESH START

Paul gives us

i specific directions
for living each day.
Paul in Philippians
says, "Forgetting
what lies behind, |
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strain forward to what is ahead."

If you have ever been to a circus,
you've no doubt seen the huge bull
elephants chained to a peg in the
ground. Perhaps it has occurred to
you that the elephant could easily
pull the peg out of the ground and
escape.

However, he does not try. As a baby
elephant he was tied to a huge stake
that he could not pull out of the
ground. Weeks of pulling and
tugging only wore a trench around
the stake, and finally he gave up.
Now that he is full-grown, with great
strength and the physical ability to
pull the peg out of the ground, he
remembers only the futility of past
efforts and does not even attempt to
escape. He is conditioned to failure.

If you are straining forward to what is
ahead this New Year, let us make a
fresh start and forget the things that
may have been holding us back in
the past.

--Dr. Arthur Caliandro, of Marble Collegiate
Church, New York City
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INNOCENT BLOOD

By: David Nelson

Recently, | watched a
video, “Innocent Blood”,
put out by Focus on the
Family. The teacher,
Ray Vander Laan, talked
about the practice of
worshipping the god Molech.

One of the acts of worship involved
offering a child -two years old or

younger, to be consumed by fire in
the hollowed-out statue of Molech.

The statue had outstretched arms
and the child was placed on them
and then rolled down into the flames
burning inside. According to Vander
Laan, the offering of the child was
part of a fertility ritual to get better
Crops, more possessions or just a
general personal gain. Eventually,
the Israelites even joined in this
practice.

| thought to myself, “How depraved
these people were to do this horrible
act. How could other people stand by
and let this happen?” Then my mind
brought me back to today’s’ America
and what we as a culture do.

We have killed 50,000,000 (that is
fifty million!) babies in America. WHY
is it?! It is because it is not
convenient to have the baby right
now; | don’t have the money; | need
to finish college; I just can’'t handle
another child now. In general, to
make life better for ourself. Doesn’t
that sound kind of like why the
worshippers of Molech killed their
little ones?

God hates the taking of innocent
blood. There are many references to
it in the Old Testament. In fact, it was
one of the things Israel was
punished for. The whole nation of
Israel suffered when they were
punished. Will God stand by and do
nothing while we as a nation
continue to allow abortion at the rate
of a million plus per year, while, in
our Congress, the debate rages on



over including or banning the use of
our tax dollars to pay for these
abortions? | don't think so.

There is something you can do to
fight this. The Ogallala Women'’s
Resource Center is a local Crisis
Pregnancy Center and they are
always in need of volunteers who
counsel clients (they provide the
training) or in other ways, such as
helping sort donated clothing and
other items. Cash donations are
always appreciated to provide larger
items such as cribs and car seats.

For more information, or to
volunteer, you can call the Women'’s
Resource Center at (308) 289-3700.
You can make a difference.
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A fellow decided to buy his girl some
perfume for Valentine's Day, so he
went to the cosmetic counter in his
girl's favorite store. The prices were
horrific! No matter what the sales
lady showed him, even the tiniest
bottles were beyond his budget.

Finally, he asked her: "Can you show
me something really cheap?"

She handed him a mirror.

MARRIAGE CONFERENCE

The last weekend in
February,

Roger Daum of
Restoration Ministries
will be speaking to us
about marriage. He
will then put on a
weekend conference
the next weekend
(March 6&7).

Roger used to be a Berean pastor in
Cozad, NE. He now does marriage
counseling and puts on conferences
called, “Locked Hearts”. God has
used Roger to help a lot of people
and we believe he will be able to
teach us a great deal.

Please mark your calendars and
pray that God would use this in all of
our lives.
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OUCH!

| stood the children, straight and tall,
By last year’s marks upon the wall.
Another year! How soon they go,
And see how fast the children grow!
And then | thought of how God'’s
Word
Says, “Grow in grace and in the
Lord.”
And as | knelt with God alone,
He asked me gently, “Have you
grown?”

--Author Unknown (The Timothy Report,
www.timothyreport.comDecember 22, 2008)




We appreciate the
love you showed us
at Christmas time.
We look forward to
2010 and serving God together with
you. You are a great congregation!

Eric, Kim and Kerri

“It is Christmas every time you let
God love others through you...yes, it
is Christmas every time you smile at
your brother and offer him your
hand.”

--Mother Theresa

Wouldn't it be great if all calls were
so easily identified? Wouldn't it be
great if the call of God was just as
easily understood?! Well, | believe
that the call of God on our life not
only can be, but most definitely
should be easily recognized.

In Genesis chapter 12, we find
record of God's call on Moses' life.
And, while most of us won't be called
to deliver Israel from the bondage of
Egypt, every one of us has just as
distinct a call of God on their life!

firsttMPRESSIONS
from Senior Pastor Timothy Satryan

There's a Call For You!

Around my home, there seems to be
this little race that regularly takes
place. Maybe you experience it at
your home too. It's the great "phone
call race."

It doesn't matter that | bought the
phone, that it is in my house, and
assigned a phone number in my
name. Whenever the phone rings,
there is a race, usually won by my
youngest daughter, to answer the
phone first. That is, except the times
when | can't get to the phone, and
then no one will attempt to answer it
— they will just cry out "Daaaaaad!!!
Phone!"

Today, due to the wonders of "caller
ID" we can usually tell, before we
answer, who the phone call is for by
seeing who it is that is calling. That is
certainly a great convenience.



JANUARY

MC = Ministry Center
118 East B Street

WC = Worship Center
319 East O Street

4 -Steak and the Word (for all men)
6:30pm at WC
6 -Voyagers (4 year olds — 5 grade)
6:00-7:30pm at MC.
-The Green (6th grade — 12" grade)
6:00-8:00pm at WC.
7 -Celebrate Recovery , 6:00pm at MC.
8 -MOPS 8:30 — 11:00am at WC, for
mothers of preschoolers.
11 -Board Meeting , 7:00pm at MC.
13 -Voyagers (4 year olds — 5" grade)
6:00-7:30pm at MC.
-The Green (6" grade — 12" grade)
6:00-8:00pm at WC.
14 -Celebrate Recovery , 6:00pm at MC.
16 -Men’s Breakfast , 7:00am at MC,
for all men.
19 -“So That”, 5:30-7:30pm at WC
for all women.
20 -Voyagers (4 year olds — 5" grade)
6:00-7:30pm at MC.
-The Green (6™ grade — 12" grade)
6:00-8:00pm at WC.
21 -Celebrate Recovery , 6:00pm at MC.
22 - MOPS, 8:30 — 11:00am at WC,
for mothers of preschoolers.

25 -Board Meeting , 7:00pm at Guthrie’s.

27 -Voyagers (4 year olds — 5" grade)
6:00-7:30pm at MC.
-The Green (6th grade — 12" grade)
6:00-8:00pm at WC.

28 -Celebrate Recovery , 6:15pm at MC.

January Birthday's

Chip Jellison

Dave Washa

Karen Green

Teresa Zoellner

Tony Sandoval

Sue England

Pam Walker

Jade Max

Colt Washa

10 Bonnie Johnson
Taylor Thraen

11 Marla Harris
John Lund
Jim McChesney
Tina Schwartzkopf

12 Beverly Laird

13 Tallulah McKeag
Joan Nelson

14 Amber Walls
Zach Zoellner

15 Danner Johnson

16 Austin Davidson
Trenton Zink

18 Caden Waitley
Dan Zwickl

23 Chuck Flaming
Myrt Randall
Preston Tuttle

24 Trevor Edwards
Millie Leach

25 Richard Piper

26 Jesse Adams

27 Kendra Huebner
Kyle Hulinsky

30 Wilma Hopken
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January Anniversaries

14 Mel and Huberta Adams
15 Doug and Cindi Allen
29 Scott and Mary Knaub



FEBRUARY

MC = Ministry Center
118 East B Street

WC = Worship Center
319 East O Street

3

11
12

16

17

18
20

22
24

25
26

-Voyagers (4 year olds — 5" grade)

6:00-7:30pm at MC.
-The Green (6th grade — 12" grade)
6:00-8:00pm at WC.
-Celebrate Recovery , 6:00pm at MC.
-Board Meeting , 7:00pm at MC.
-Voyagers (4 year olds — 5" grade)
6:00-7:30pm at MC.
-The Green (6" grade — 12" grade)
6:00-8:00pm at WC.
-Celebrate Recovery , 6:00pm at MC.
-MOPS 8:30 — 11:00am at WC, for
mothers of preschoolers.
-“So That”, 5:30-7:30pm at WC

for all women.
-Voyagers (4 year olds — 5" grade)
6:00-7:30pm at MC.
-The Green (6th grade — 12" grade)

6:00-8:00pm at WC.
-Celebrate Recovery , 6:00pm at MC.
-Men’s Breakfast , 7:00am at MC,

for all men.

-Board Meeting , 7:00pm at Guthrie’s.
-Voyagers (4 year olds — 5" grade)
6:00-7:30pm at MC.
-The Green (6th grade — 12" grade)
6:00-8:00pm at WC.
-Celebrate Recovery , 6:15pm at MC.
- MOPS, 8:30 — 11:00am at WC,

for mothers of preschoolers.

February Birthday's

3 Donna Nelson
Bill Redinger
Evelyn Roberts

4 Craig Haythorn

Deborah Holmes

Jared Small

Lynn Bruckner

Clayton Cole

Ronna McEntee

Mark Wilkens

10 Sam Adams
Sadie Schwartzkopf
Trent Scofield
Bev Styskal

12 Lexie Trimble

13 Melanie Washa

14 Bel Haythorn
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17 Brooke Davidson
Ron Schmidt
19 Morgan Davidson

20 John Piepho

21 Scott Knaub

23 April Thraen

24 Jed Flaming
Carol Nelson

25 Mark Hahn

26 Anthony Trimble

27 Lana Kammerer
Frances Stevens

28 Kerri Dishman
Kate Morrell
Erin Small

February Anniversaries

11 Troy & Jeni Wehmeyer

14 Dave & Gloria Fowler
Ray & Irene Millsap

19 Mark & Brenda Hahn

21 William & Mary Beamish
Tim & Sandy Bruce
Don & Elaine Eggert

26 Charles & Mary Skinner

27 Billy & Julie Thode

28 Steve & Carol Nelson



