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Last month I decided to have my 
devotions / Quiet Time in the book of 
Leviticus.  Even I thought I was 
crazy.  Why would anyone have 
devotions in a book about sacrifices 
and details of offerings?   
 
Well, it is the Word of God, so surely 
God could speak to me and teach 
me, even from Leviticus.  Of course 
He did.  I came away from this book 
with the conviction that we treat God 
far too casually.   
 
I do not think I can communicate nor 
comprehend myself, how great and 
most holy (a phrase used 20 times) 
God is and how everything must be 
just so to even approach Him.  That 
He even allows us to approach Him 
is nothing short of astounding since 
everything we have to offer is marred 
by sin just because it comes from a 
sinful world.   
 
Yet this God, this most holy God, 
became a man and lived in the 
awfulness of this sinful world for over 
30 years.  This God, this most holy 
God, took the filth and horror and  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
shame of our sin upon Himself and 
died so we could be forgiven.   
 
This Christmas as we celebrate let 
us also pause and be humbled as 
we consider what it must have been 
like for the most holy God of the 
universe to come into the world that 
He created and that we destroyed by 
our sin.  Maybe we could even, as 
the great Christmas song says, “Fall 
on your knees and hear the angel 
voices”.   
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George Mason’s 
life was centered 
in his business. 
He lived alone 
and refused all 
invitations to 
socialize.  

 
His brother’s family had urged him to 
visit but the children always made 
too much noise. Besides, he didn’t 
want to buy presents for his 
nephews and nieces. Instead he 
bought some good records for 
himself and planned to listen to them 
and enjoy himself at home alone. 
 
On Christmas Eve after his 
employees left, George Mason went 
into the office vault to get a little 
extra cash. Soundlessly on newly 
oiled hinges, the great door swung 
shut behind him. Sudden darkness 
and the final click of the automatic 
lock startled him and he panicked. 
 
Desperately he pounded on the 

door, but before long he realized that 
no one would hear him. Everyone 
had gone home and he was in the 
office alone. Even the cleaning 
woman had gone.  
 
He recalled hearing of people 
suffocating in vaults. He was 
frightened out of his wits. Maybe he 
could make it through the night if he 
was quiet and breathed slowly. In the 
morning the employees would arrive, 
open the vault and he would be fine. 
 
Then he remembered that tomorrow 
was Christmas. The office was 
closed. Everyone would be at their 
homes. No work, no people, no luck! 
Rats! His heart pounded with fear 
and he wondered if he could get 
enough air to last two days. He 
calmed himself and tried to think.  
 
It was a new vault. It seems like the 
salesman said it has a safety feature 
of an air hole. He began feeling 
around in the darkness. All around 
and then up and down before he 
finally located a screened hole at the 
top. Too small for a thief but large 
enough for air. 
 
He sat on the cold floor of the vault 
and began his vigil of waiting for 
Christmas. Christmas Eve passed, 
Christmas Day passed. He had 
wanted to be alone for Christmas but 
not this way.  
 
He was extremely uncomfortable, 
hungry and thirsty. He needed to use 
the toilet. The air was getting damp 
and cold. It was awful. The darkness 
was so intense it was almost 
brushing his face. 
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The day after Christmas the chief 
cashier arrived and disengaged the 
automatic lock of the vault but did 
not open the door. Without anyone 
seeing him George Mason staggered 
out of the safe and made his way to 
the water cooler. He grabbed his 
coat and hailed a taxi and went 
home to his lonely residence.  
 
Later in the day he returned to the 
office. No one had missed him. As 
he pondered his experience he 
decided to make a sign and place it 
beside the safe door. It was for all to 
read but it was a reminder to him. 
 
The words were: "To love people, to 
be needed somewhere, that is the 
purpose of life. That is the secret of 
happiness." 
 
Although George never married he 
had learned a valuable lesson about 
family and the need for one another. 
 
SOURCE: from "The Man Who Missed 
Christmas" by J. Edgar Park. 

 

 
 

Please, pray for the 
process involved in and 
around New Hope’s new 
Youth Pastor .  Pray for 

the congregation of New Hope to be 
listening to God’s leading in the calling 
of the Youth Pastor. Pray for the search 
team (JP Johnson, Gregg Most,  
Kevin Harms, Ben Dishman, & Eric 
Wait) as they go through all the details 
of finding a new Youth Pastor. If you 
have any input or name suggestions 
please contact one of the search team 
members.  
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What would we do 
if we only had one 
month to live?   
 
We will be 
discussing this 
together for the 

first 6 weeks of 2010.  We will use 
the book and study guide, “One 
Month to Live: Thirty Days to a No-
Regrets Life”.   
 
This will be a church-wide emphasis 
and it is our goal to have everyone 
participate in a small group.  The 
sermons will go along with what the 
groups will be discussing and we 
hope that God will use this emphasis 
to change the way we live.   
 
Since we want everyone in a group, 
we will need many homes and many 
leaders for this campaign.  We will 
be looking for host homes, homes 
that would be willing to allow a group 
to meet in their home, but not 
necessarily lead the group.   
 
We hope to have a group or groups 
meeting every day of the week so 
everyone’s schedule can be 
accommodated.   
 
Will you begin to pray about your 
part in this ministry and that God 
would do a work in each of our lives 
through “One Month to Live: Thirty 
Days to a No-Regrets Life”? 
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This is from a 
60 Minutes 
broadcast 
from a few 
years ago. It’s 
an excerpt of 
what  

Harry Reasoner said around 
Christmas time that I want you to 
hear. Listen carefully – he said:  
 
Eleven years ago I did a little 
Christmas piece and it seemed like a 
good idea to repeat it. The basis for 
this tremendous burst of buying 
things and gift buying and parties 
and near hysteria is a quiet event 
that Christians believe actually 
happened a long time ago. You can 
say that in all societies there has 
always been a midwinter festival and 
that many of the trappings of our 
Christmas are almost violently 
pagan. But you come back to the 
central fact of the day and the 
quietness of Christmas morning, the 
birth of God on earth. 
 
It leaves you only three ways of 
accepting Christmas. One is 
cynically, as a time to make money 
and endorse the making of it. One is 
graciously, that’s the appropriate 
attitude for non-Christians who wish 
their fellow citizens all the joys to 
which their beliefs entitle them. And 
the third, of course, is reverently. 
 
If this is the anniversary of the 
appearance of the Lord of the 
universe in the form of a helpless 
babe, it is a very important day. It is 
a startling idea, of course. The whole 

story that a virgin was selected by 
God to bear his son as a way of 
showing his love and concern for 
man. It’s my guess that in spite of all 
the lip service given to it, it’s not an 
idea that has been popular with 
theologians. It is somewhat an 
illogical idea and theologians like 
logic almost as much as they like 
God. It’s so revolutionary, a thought 
that it probably could only come from 
God that is beyond logic and beyond 
theology. It is a magnificent appeal. 
Almost nobody has seen God and 
almost nobody has any real idea 
what he is like, and the truth is that 
among men the idea of seeing God 
suddenly and standing in a very 
bright light is not necessarily a 
completely comforting or appealing 
idea. 
 
But everyone has seen babies and 
almost everyone likes them. If God 
wanted to be loved as well as feared, 
He moved correctly, for a baby 
growing up learns all about people. 
And if God wanted to be intimately a 
part of man, He moved correctly, for 
the experience of birth and family-
hood is the most intimate and 
precious experience that any of us 
will ever have. 
 
So it comes beyond logic. It is either 
a falsehood or it is the truest thing in 
the world. It is the story of the great 
innocence of God the baby. God in 
the power of man has such a 
dramatic shock toward the heart that 
if it is not true to Christians, then 
nothing is true. 
 
So if a person is touched only once a 
year, the touching is still worth it. 
And maybe on some given 



Christmas, some final quiet morning, 
that touch will take. The touch of 
God coming into this world as a 
vulnerable baby. 

 
 

 
 
 

"I don't know why my wife is mad at 
me for the tank top she wanted for 
her Christmas present. I found the 
turret but just could not get anyone 
to sell me the howitzer." 

 

TOP TEN THINGS  
WIVES DON'T WANT TO HEAR 
THEIR HUSBANDS SAY ON  
CHRISTMAS DAY 

 
10. "You like it, hon? 
Almost look like real 
diamonds, don't they?" 
 
9. "That cheese ball was 
for later?" 

 
8. "I never imagined a deep-fried 
turkey would flame up like that." 
 
7. "Timmy, why is Mommy's present 
hissing?" 
 
6. "It's the thought that counts, 
right?" 
 
5. "Hey, the game's about to start!" 
 
4. "That's right, hon. Your own 
subscription to "Guns & Ammo." 

3. "Wow, thanks, Uncle Ted. 
Bagpipes!" 
 
2. "It's two sizes smaller, darling- - 
you know, for motivation." 
 
1. "Well, if it isn't Roy and Angela 
and their seven kids - - with 
suitcases! What a pleasant surprise!" 
 
(The Timothy Report, www.timothyreport.com 
December 11, 2006) 
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There is a seldom 
noticed yet 
preciously tender 
lesson to be found 
in Mary’s actions 
immediately 
following the 
angel’s visit 

announcing her role as bearer of the 
Christ Child. She had been told that 
her cousin Elizabeth was also 
experiencing an unusual, though 
different, visitation of God’s grace: 
that now late in life, she was in the 
sixth month of pregnancy with her 
first child (Luke 1:36). 
 
Now, almost immediately after she 
has discovered that she, Mary of 
Nazareth, is about to become the 
most unique woman in history, notice 
how beautifully her attention turns 
from herself to a need where she 



can serve. 
 
She travels to help Elizabeth, and 
verse 56 says that Mary stayed with 
her aged relative and served her 
until Elizabeth’s baby was delivered. 
 
This could well become our most 
important Christmas lesson for this 
year. Mary demonstrates a principle 
of God’s love in action: “May I be 
more concerned to assist the 
fulfillment of what the Lord is doing in 
another person than I am with what 
He is doing in me.”  
 
SOURCE: Celebrate! Daily Devotions for the Spirit-
Filled Life, Jack W. Hayford, Thomas Nelson 
Publishers, Nashville, 1992, page: December 9. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Twas the month before 
Christmas*   

*When all through our land,*  

*Not a Christian was praying*   

*Nor taking a stand.*   

*See the PC Police had taken away,*   

*The reason for Christmas - no one 
could say.*   

*The children were told by their 
schools not to sing,*   

*About Shepherds and Wise Men 
and Angels and things.*   

*It might hurt people's feelings, the 
teachers would say*   

* December 25th is just a 'Holiday'.*   

*Yet the shoppers were ready with 
cash, checks and credit*   

*Pushing folks down to the floor 
just to get it!*   

*CDs from Madonna, an X BOX, an 
I-pod*   

*Something was changing, 
something quite odd! *   

*Retailers promoted Ramadan and 
Kwanzaa*   

*In hopes to sell books by Franken 
& Fonda.*   

*As Targets were hanging their 
trees upside down*   

* At Lowe's the word Christmas - 
was nowhere to be found.*   

*At K-Mart and Staples and Penny's 
and Sears*   

*You won't hear the word 
Christmas; it won't touch your 
ears.*   

*Inclusive, sensitive, Di-ver-si-ty*   

*Are words that were used to 
intimidate me.*   



*Now Daschle, Now Darden, Now 
Sharpton, Wolf Blitzen*   

*On Boxer, on Rather, on Kerry, on 
Clinton!*   

*At the top of the Senate, there 
arose such a clatter*   

*To eliminate Jesus, in all public 
matter.*   

*And we spoke not a word, as they 
took away our faith*   

* Forbidden to speak of salvation 
and grace*   

*The true Gift of Christmas was 
exchanged and discarded*   

*The reason for the season, 
stopped before it started.*   

*So as you celebrate 'Winter Break' 
under your 'Dream Tree'*   

*Sipping your Starbucks, listen to 
me.*  

*Choose your words carefully, 
choose what you say*   

*Shout MERRY CHRISTMAS,  not 
Happy Holiday!*   
 
Please, all Christians join together 
and wish everyone you meet during 
the holidays a   
 
MERRY CHRISTMAS  

Christ is The Reason for the  
Christ-mas Season!   
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What do you feel 
this time of year? 
Peace on earth? 
Joy to the world? 
Or pressure to 
make everything 

about your holiday picture-perfect?  

Relax. Jesus' birth was orchestrated 
by the Ultimate Party Planner, God 
Himself. Think about what that 
looked like:  a small town scandal, a 
difficult journey with a lukewarm 
welcome at the end of it, culminating 
in His Son being born in a grubby 
stable. Hardly the sort of event that 
would make anybody's Best Party of 
the Year list. On the surface, it was 
all wrong. According to God's plan, it 
was perfect. 

This Christmas, let's encourage one 
another to be a little more like Mary 
(Martha's sister, not Jesus' mom) 
and focus on what's really important. 
So your home doesn't look like a 
magazine cover. So your dinner 
doesn't look like a Norman Rockwell 
painting. So your rendition of O Holy 
Night doesn't sound like Sandi 
Patty's. So what? Enjoy the season. 
Celebrate the gift, not the wrapping. 
Jesus -- the ultimate "Good Thing." 
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DECEMBER 
MC =Ministry Center 
118 East B Street 
WC=Worship Center 
319 East O Street  
 
 2   -Voyagers  (4 year olds – 5th grade) 
         6:00-7:30pm at MC 
      -The Green  (6th grade – 12th grade) 

         6:00-8:00pm at WC 
 3    -Celebrate Recovery , 6:00pm 
       at MC 
 4   -“Rescued”  7:30pm at WC 
 5   -“Rescued” 7:30pm at WC 
 6   -“Rescued” 2:00pm at WC 
  
 9   -Voyagers  (4 year olds – 5th grade) 
         6:00-7:30pm at MC 
       -The Green  (6th grade – 12th grade) 

         6:00-8:00pm at WC 
10  -Celebrate Recovery , 6:00pm at 
       MC  
11  -MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) 

         8:30-11:00am at WC 
14  -Board Meeting  7:00pm at MC 
16  -Voyagers  Parents Night  
       6:00 – 7:30pm at MC                  
       -The Green  (6th grade – 12th grade) 

         6:00-8:00pm at WC  
17  -Celebrate Recovery , 6:00pm at 
       MC 
19  -Men’s Breakfast , 7:00am at 
       MC 
24  -Christmas Eve Service ,   
       6:00pm, at WC  
24  -Celebrate Recovery , 6:15pm 
        at MC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
December Birthday’s  
 
 1  Lora Barnhill 
 2  Tim Bruce 
     Cidney Foster 
     Brady Roberts 
     Hannah Rosentrater 
 3  Cameron Zink 
 4  Justin Franken 
 7  Glenda Andrews 
 9  Jeni Wehmeyer 
10 David Nelson 
     Chuck Roberts 
     Brian Vasa 
11 Luke Most 
     Ashlen Scofield 
12 Shirley Edwards 
     Kylie Gardner 
     Wally Geurink 
14 Chuck Dekoekkoek 
     Shyanne Foster 
     Marilyn Lehn 
     Jim Sanders 
     Jeri Youngs 
16 Lill Harms 
18 Barb Engdahl 
20 Brooke Robertson 
23 Mark Flaming 
     Roxie Hanson 
23 Shirley Wade 
24 Gregg Johnson 
27 Kim Soper 
28 Kristie Davison 
29 Dan Hanson 
     Taylor LeGrande 
30 Daniel Dishman 
     Kolby Gardner 
     Ethan LeGrande 
31 Timothy Bauer 
 
 
December Anniversaries  
 
  2  Patrick and Lori Watts  
  6  Ray and Donna Nelson 
15  Mark and Shirley Wilkens 
20  Myron and Candi Harms 
21  Chuck and Julie Roberts 
26  Bill and Arlene Dahlgrin 
27  Mark and Jan Flaming 


