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Last night I was 

part of a group of men who served 
the women of “So That” for their 
monthly meeting.  It was a good
reminder of just how important 
women are in our lives. 
 
God tells us in Genesis 2:13
we are incomplete without women.  
Only men who have special gifting 
from God can get along without a 
woman in their life (Matthew 
19:11-12).   
 
God makes it very clear that we are 
to take care of and honor the women 
in our lives, whether we are married 
to them or not.  See I Timothy 5:2 & 
16; I Peter 3:7; Ephesians 5:25
and note how Jesus treated the 
women that were involved with His 
ministry on earth.   
 
A couple of practical ideas came to 
mind as I have considered this.  
Maybe each of us men should make 
a point of telling our wives and at 
least one other woman how much 
we really do appreciate and need 
them.  Maybe we should actually do 
something special for them to let
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Last night I was 
part of a group of men who served 
the women of “So That” for their 
monthly meeting.  It was a good 
reminder of just how important 

God tells us in Genesis 2:13-23, that 
we are incomplete without women.  
Only men who have special gifting 
from God can get along without a 
woman in their life (Matthew  
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in our lives, whether we are married 
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them know we really appreciate 
them.  (Guys, make sure your wife 
approves of anything special you do
 for a woman you are not married to.)
 
Young men; are you treating the 
young ladies in your lives with honor, 
or do you treat them like they are
one of your buddies?  Older men, 
are we modeling the proper way to 
honor women at home and in our 
everyday contact with them?  Do we 
treat women like they are our equals 
(God says they are) or do we 
consider them to be less than us?  
 
Instead of waiting for Mothers’ Day 
or our wives’ birthdays or Valentine’s 
Day, why not just choose a day 
sometime this week and honor the 
women in our lives?  Ladies, you 
really are a giant blessing to us and 
we cannot do it without you.  Thanks 
for all you are and do! 

APRIL 2008
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April 5 & 6  
 Mark & Pam Carlton
 Chip & Tanya Jellison
 
April 12 & 13  
 Ron & Terrie Guthrie
 Jerry & Gladys Hayward
 
April 19 & 20 
 Eric & Barb Wait 
 Tim & Tracy Pore 
 
April 26 & 27 
 Pam Hough 
 Sherry Davis-Gies 
 Lora Barnhill 
 Kaelyn Witt 
 
May 3 & 4 
 Bertie Haddix 
 Sue Goin 
 JP & Kimberly Johnson
 
May 10 & 11 
 Steve & Kay Davison
 Kristie Davison 
 Pam Hough 
 
May 17 & 18 
 Wendy & Trent Scofield
 Joyce Scofield 
 
May 24 & 25 
 Blake & Shirley Edwards
 
May 31/June 1 
 Glenda Andrews 
 Bonnie Johnson 
 Dick & Shirley Sherich
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Mark & Pam Carlton 
& Tanya Jellison 

Ron & Terrie Guthrie 
Jerry & Gladys Hayward 

 

JP & Kimberly Johnson 
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~There is no tax on brains; the take 
would be too small. 
 
~The tax collectors take up so much 
of your earnings to balance the 
budget that you just can't budget the 
balance. 
 
~There is no child so bad that he/she 
can't be used as an income tax 
deduction. 
 
~The path of civilization is paved 
with tax receipts. 
 
~If Congress can pay farmers not to 
raise crops, why can't we pay 
Congress not to raise taxes?
 
~The attitude of Congress toward 
hidden taxes is not to do away with 
them, but to hide them better.
 
~Congress has the unsolved 
problem of how to get the people to 
pay taxes they can't afford for 
services they don't need. 
 
~Every year around April 15 
Americans have a rendezvous w
debt. 
 
~One of the great blessings about 
living in a democracy is that we have 
complete control over how we pay 
our taxes . . . cash, check or money 
order. 
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Who would 
have guessed 
that the newest 
successful law 
enforcement 
technique 
would involve 

barking – without a dog? 

According to a July 19 Associated 
Press  story, Henry Ritter and 
Richard Gough – deputies with the 
Hamilton County (TN) Sheriff's 
Department – recently stopped a car 
because of a broken taillight. The 
21-year-old driver jumped from 
car and ran into the woods.

When the suspect failed to respond 
to the officers' calls, Gough 
announced they were sending a dog 
after him, and Ritter started barking.

"He stood up and said, 'I'm here. Call 
off the dog,'" Ritter said. 

The culprit has been charged with 
driving under the influence, driving 
on a revoked license, evading arrest 
and a taillight violation. The Judge 
said, "I suppose as long as the 
officers have had their shots and 
don't bite, I'll allow them to continue 
that technique." 

Actually, they aren't the first to use 
the technique. The devil has been 
using that same technique on many 
of God's children for years. You see, 
he is a defeated foe, but he still likes 
to "bark at the saints." But, 
thankfully, God's Word tells us that 
"greater is He that is in you, than he 
that is in the world!" 
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Don't pay any attention to the barks 
of the enemy! He may be prowling 
like a roaring lion looking for 
someone to devour (1 Peter 5:8), but 
he is a toothless lion, and all he can 
do is roar! Resist him, standing firm 
in the faith! 

From firstIMPRESSIONS newsletter
from Senior Pastor Timothy Satryan
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The other morning I had my 
devotions in Deuteronomy 10. There 
I came across these verses:

“Behold, to the Lord belo
heaven and the highest 
heavens, the earth and all that 
is in it. Yet on your fathers did 
the Lord set his affection to 
love them, and He chose their 
descendants after them, even 
you among all peoples, as it is 
today.” 

Now one would think that these 
verses would encourage xenophobia 
on the part of the Jewish people, but 
one would be wrong. Because 
immediately after saying this Moses 
rebuked them for being a stiff necked 
people, and then he says this;

“the Lord your God is the God 
of gods and Lord of lord
great, the mighty, and the 

Don't pay any attention to the barks 
of the enemy! He may be prowling 
like a roaring lion looking for 
someone to devour (1 Peter 5:8), but 
he is a toothless lion, and all he can 
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The other morning I had my 
devotions in Deuteronomy 10. There 
I came across these verses: 

“Behold, to the Lord belongs 
heaven and the highest 
heavens, the earth and all that 
is in it. Yet on your fathers did 
the Lord set his affection to 
love them, and He chose their 
descendants after them, even 
you among all peoples, as it is 

Now one would think that these 
ses would encourage xenophobia 

on the part of the Jewish people, but 
one would be wrong. Because 
immediately after saying this Moses 
rebuked them for being a stiff necked 
people, and then he says this; 

“the Lord your God is the God 
of gods and Lord of lords, the 
great, the mighty, and the 



awesome God who does not 
show partiality nor take a 
bribe. He executes justice for 
the orphan and the widow, 
and shows his love for the 
alien  by giving him food and 
clothing. So show your love 
for the aliens, for you were 
aliens in the land of Egypt.”  

As I meditated on these verses this 
morning I was reminded that God 
loves the aliens who are in this 
country illegally as much as he loves 
me. In response I wrote this: “Should 
I not also do the same? Might the 
alien here illegally be more precious 
in the sight of God than the native?” 
When I asked this I was thinking of 
something the Ghost of Christmas 
Present said in Charles Dickens’s, A 
Christmas Carol: 

“It may be, that in the sight of 
Heaven, you are more 
worthless and less fit to live 
than millions like this poor 
man’s child. Oh God. To hear 
the Insect on the leaf 
pronouncing on the too much 
life among his hungry brothers 
in the dust.’” 

If you have read my blog then you 
know that I am strongly opposed to 
our government’s immigration policy 
-- or lack of same -- but I believe 
God reminded me that my opposition 
to my government’s policy must 
never be allowed to turn into hatred.  
But as I continued to meditate on 
these verses I was reminded that as 
Christians we have a higher 
standard.  Not only are we to love 
the alien; we are to learn to love 
everyone for the sake of Christ, even 

our enemies, and we are not given 
permission to hate anyone.  Period.   

Being a Christian (as opposed to 
becoming a Christian) is about love; 
loving God with all of our soul, 
strength and mind, and loving our 
neighbor as we love ourselves…and, 
as Jesus explained, everyone is our 
neighbor.    

Now this is an exacting standard, but 
it is made easier when we 
remember, as Israel was reminded, 
that God loves us even though we 
too are a stiff necked people.   And 
in the final analysis, we will never 
come across anyone more worthless 
and less fit the in the sight of Heaven 
than we were when God fixed His 
love on us.  Nor is our Lord asking 
us to do anything He wasn’t willing to 
do Himself.  If any man had reason 
to hate, our Lord was that man.  And 
yet as his enemies nailed him to the 
cross and mocked his pain, He said, 
“Father, forgive them, they know not 
what they do.” We are called to do 
the same. 

 

"As a visitor, I want at least one 
person to shake my hand, tell me 
their name, ask for my name, and 
pretty much feign interest in getting 
to know me. I don't want that person 
to be wearing a badge, name-tag, or 
shirt with the church logo thereby 
indicating that they are getting to 
know me because it is their job." 
  
Revolution on The Welcoming Paradox  
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Basketball Season Finale 

This past weekend was Black Forest 
Academy’s season ending basketball 
tournament in Mannheim, Germany.  
One of our goals was to play on 
Saturday, which meant we would be 
one of the 4 teams advancing to the 
semi-finals. Unfortunately, we played 
poorly in our first game of the 
tournament against the team that 
eventually won. After that lopsided 
loss, the girls bounced back with a 
lot of heart & played extremely well 
in our next three games, but, 
unfortunately, won only one of those 
games.  

 

2008 BFA Lady Falcons and Coaches at 
tournament. 

 

Although we fell short of our goals 
for winning games & tournament 
glory, I would call the season a 
resounding success. We hoped to 
see our girls grow in integrity & 
character during the season & we 
definitely saw that happen. They 
showed great character in coming 
back after that opening loss by 
playing well & hard the rest of the 
way. 
 
Another example occurred when 
Cameron, one of our players, 
stepped on the foot of an opponent, 
sending her to the floor. Instead of 
finishing the play, Cam stopped & 
helped the girl up. I had to tell Cam 
afterward that sometimes things like 
that happen in basketball games & 
that she should finish the play & then 
go back & help the player. Our girls 
are so nice, it is often a challenge to 
teach them more aggressive play. 
  
Throughout the season the girls 
prayed before every game to shine 
brightly as lights for Jesus. I looked 
forward to team sharing time each 
Monday when the girls would talk 
excitedly about their weekend 
interactions. Their opportunities to be 
lights of Christ didn’t always involve 
talks about deep spiritual things, but 
they were always bridges of 
outreach & friendship to our 
opponents, their coaches, fans & the 
referees. What a joy! 
 

African Connection 
 
One of my players is Alyssa Krause, 
who is affectionately called 
‘Munchkin’ or ‘Munchie’. She is 
BFA’s fiery 5’1” point guard. Munchie 
is the daughter of Jerry & Gina 
Krause, missionaries with Mission 



Aviation Fellowship (MAF) in Mali, 
Africa. Jerry is a pilot, splitting his 
responsibilities between training 
MAF pilots and flying other 
missionaries and individuals to 
various destinations in Africa. It was 
a delight to be able to get to know 
Jerry as he attended the recent 
tournament. Gina is also busily 
involved in ministry as she leads 
Bible studies with national ladies & 
teaches drama at a local American 
school. The Krauses chose Black 
Forest Academy for their children 
because it has offered the best 
educational options for Alyssa, as 
well as her siblings. One of the major 
draws to BFA is our strong sports 
program. Alyssa’s brother, Nathan, & 
sister, Jessica, are also exceptional 
athletes. Alyssa has adjusted well to 
life at BFA and shared with me that 
her favorite part of life at BFA is 
living with her dorm sisters at 
Storchenblick Dormitory. 

 

 
Alyssa & Jerry Krause in Africa over Christmas 

break. 
 

Terry’s Counseling Corner 
 
I (Terry) am staying quite busy with 
counselng in the school setting as 
well as with individuals/families. My 
internship hours here in Germany 
are completed, but I am continuing 

on with the same clients and most 
school responsibilities. My clients 
range in age from age 6 to, well, let’s 
just say “adults.” �   I am thoroughly 
enjoying my work, which has 
focused mostly on attachment 
development through family 
relationships and lots of social skills 
training. What a privilege to serve 
students and families through the 
ministry of counseling. I am currently 
enrolled in my final courses leading 
to my MS in Counseling. One of 
these classes is an online course 
through Liberty University, which 
brings a much appreciated faith 
based focus to Multi-cultural 
Diversity. I will be returning to 
Laramie in May to finish my training 
experience through working at the 
University of Wyoming Academic 
Advising and Career Services Center 
during the summer term. This last 
educational stint brings me through a 
full spectrum, as I will have worked 
with students at all levels…pre-
school through higher education. I 
LOVE working with students.  
 
Family Happiness & Happenings 

 
We Woodward’s had a fabulous time 
together over Christmas break. Our 
plans changed a bit as Allyson was 
experiencing some health problems 
and we all embraced a slow and 
restful break. After lots of tests, 
pokes, examinations and 
medications, Allyson is feeling better. 
We still don’t have a definitive 
diagnosis, but are quite grateful that 
she is mending. Because Allyson 
has been able to take some courses 
on-line, she has been free to stay 
with us here in Germany while 
seeking medical care. Yeah for 
technology! Her plan is to head back 



to Laramie after our spring break. 
Please continue to keep her in your 
prayers as she returns to the US. 
 

 
Christmas at Home: Megan, Sean, Allyson & 

Kathryn 
 

Sean and Meg are back in Laramie, 
both staying very busy. Sean is 
working full-time using his, mostly 
self-taught, skills as an auto 
mechanic while continuing his 
courses on-line. Meg is full speed 
ahead with her Microbiology/PreMed 
studies and planning to take her 
MCAT”S sometime this summer. 
Please keep the older kids in your 
prayers as they press on with their 
studies. 
 

 
Sean celebrating New Years across the border in 

Basel  Switzerland 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Allyson full of confetti after the local Fasching 

parade 
 
 
 
Kate loves being back here in 
Germany, although she misses Meg 
and Sean, and is not quite sure she 
is willing to let Allyson return back to 
the US. What a blessing it has been 
for her to have had this special time 
with Allyson. She is gearing up for 
Track season now that Basketball is 
over.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Kathryn and Megan 

We are the recipients of your very 
rich partnership with us in ministry.  
Many thanks to all of you that give to 
the Lord on our behalf! Your 
sacrifices of love, prayers and 



finances uphold us in the work the 
Lord has us doing here in Germany.  

Please keep us in your prayers 
throughout this spring. Many 
opportunities and decisions in 
ministry are before us! 

May this Easter season be filled with 
His Grace and Love, 

Pat and Terry Woodward 

Sean, Allyson, Megan and Kathryn 

 
Photo Moments 

Just a few extra photos. Thanks for your prayers! 
 

Please pray for the villagers of Kandern. These 
youngsters were in the local Fasching parade. 

(like Mardi Gras) 

 

 
More Fasching participants on Kandern’s 

Hauptstrasse/Mainstreet 

 
“Sisters”   Allyson and Megan in France.  

Pure Sweetness! 

 
Pat watching the JV girls during a time out. Kate 

is the only player looking toward the camera. 
 

Kathryn working on an Art project. Art rates up 
there with Music,Creative Writing and Sports! 

 



 
Terry’s BFA small group girls celebrating 80’s 
Workout Spirit Day. These girls are delightful! 

 

A minister with a 
large family of seven 
children moved to a 
new city. He and his 
wife didn’t want to 
buy a home  

immediately.  They wanted to rent a 
townhouse until they could get a feel 
for the area and choose a home 
where their kids would be in good 
schools and they could be 
conveniently located. 
 
They found plenty of rental 
townhouses that were large enough, 
but the landlords always objected to 
having a family of nine occupy the 
place. 
 
In frustration, one day the father 
asked the mother to take the four 
youngest children and go visit the 
local cemetery.  She was puzzled by 
his request, but went along.  He and 
the other three children headed off to 
investigate another townhouse they 
had found. 
 

The place was perfect and the father 
told the landlord he would take it. 
Then came the usual question, “I see 
you have children. How many are 
there in the family?” 
 
The minister gave out with a deep 
sigh, then said, “Seven ... but four 
are with their dear mother in the 
cemetery.”  He got the townhouse. 
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Our church offers you many 
opportunities to grow in the grace 
and knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  We offer Sunday School 
classes, Bible studies, and various 
programs such as Grief share, all 
intended to help you to realize God’s 
will for your life; that you be 
conformed to the Image of His Son 
(Romans 8:28-29).    
 
There is another program that we 
offer that may be the right vehicle for 
you; Celebrate Recovery. You may 
think of Celebrate Recovery as a 
program just for “those people,” the 
ones with serious problems like drug 
and alcohol abuse.   
 
Indeed, Celebrate Recovery was 
originally started years ago in Rick 
Warren’s church to help “those 
people.”    
 
However, in Rick Warren’s church 
today, only one in three people 



attending their Celebrate Recovery 
Program, is there to deal with 
Alcohol or Drug related issues.   
They have learned that the twelve 
step program, and the “Step Book,” 
Bible studies that are its core 
curriculum, are helpful in addressing 
all sorts of hurts, hang-ups and 
habits. 
 
Perhaps you have been convicted of 
some sin, you’ve struggled with it for 
years, or you were deeply hurt by 
some event in your past, and you 
would really like to overcome it but 
you just can’t seem to move past it.  
Celebrate Recovery may be the 
program for you.   
 
There is a caring, non-judgmental 
and accepting atmosphere at 
Celebrate Recovery.  I remember 
one of my first nights there.  I 
confessed as we were sitting around 
the dinner table before the meeting 
(dinner is served weekly at the 
incredibly low price of just $ 2.50), 
that I thought I was addicted to the 
internet.  I was quick to add, “not 
internet porn, just the internet.”  
One of the women there looked me 
in the eye and said, “It would be 
alright if you are addicted to internet 
porn, you’re still welcome here.” 
 
How many places do you know that 
have that level of understanding?  
I’ve asked myself; why is that?  My 
answer is; those who attend CR are 
different from other groups you might 
involve yourself in because at CR 
everyone knows they are there 
because they have a problem and no 
one thinks he or she is any better 
than anyone else. 
 

I think that there are some people 
who would profit from CR, but who 
hesitate because they feel there is a 
stigma connected with it, and they 
don’t want to think of themselves as 
one of “those people” with serious 
problems.    
 
But I would suggest that if you are 
struggling with any sin issue you are 
dealing with a serious problem and 
whether you realize it or not, you are 
one of those people.  I have come to 
realize that I am one of those people, 
and I enjoy the openness and the 
accountability of the group I am a 
part of. 
 
Now I know that the CR program 
may not be a good fit for everyone – 
though I think anyone in the church 
would profit from going through the 
step-books – but it is available every 
Thursday evening, and it just may be 
the program you need.  It’s certainly 
worth thinking about. 
 
If you have any questions about CR, 
please call me (Mark Carlton) at the 
office, 284-6550. 
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by Dr. Dennis J. Prutow����

The word "discipline" 
usually conjures up all 
sorts of negative 
thoughts. You think of 
staying after school, 

spanking the children, or getting 
chewed out by the boss! 



But why all the negativism? 
Discipline can be positive. After all, it 
does take a lot of hard work, time 
and dedication to reach the goals we 
set for ourselves; and not everyone 
has the self-discipline to stick with 
them. We get discouraged when we 
stumble and fail to make the grade.

The Bible has something to say 
about this. Listen: "Discipline 
yourself for the purpose of godliness; 
for bodily discipline is only of little 
profit, but godliness is profitable for 
all things, since it holds promise for 
the present life and also for the life to 
come" (1 Timothy 4:7-8). This kind of 
discipline involves doing something 
over and over again until you get it 
right. 

I remember working for hours in 
college on certain calculus problems 
until I finally mastered the concepts 
involved. I also worked on certain 
exercises in the gym until I had 
mastered them. In the same way we 
are to work on our lives until we have 
mastered the concepts of 
Christianity. It takes discipline! Not 
only so, it takes the power of God in 
your life, the power of God's Holy 
Spirit enabling you to follow God's 
desires, enabling you to live for Him. 
And such godliness holds promise 
for this life. 

Following God can bring great 
personal blessing. And such 
godliness holds promise for the life 
to come. Yes, if you love and follow 
God, you have the promise of 
blessing in the life to come after you 
pass from this earth. 
This article is by Dr. Dennis J. Prutow
the Sterling Reformed Presbyterian Church, 
Sterling, Kansas. 
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ake a lot of hard work, time 
and dedication to reach the goals we 
set for ourselves; and not everyone 

discipline to stick with 
them. We get discouraged when we 
stumble and fail to make the grade. 

The Bible has something to say 
en: "Discipline 

yourself for the purpose of godliness; 
for bodily discipline is only of little 
profit, but godliness is profitable for 
all things, since it holds promise for 
the present life and also for the life to 

8). This kind of 
scipline involves doing something 

over and over again until you get it 

I remember working for hours in 
college on certain calculus problems 
until I finally mastered the concepts 
involved. I also worked on certain 
exercises in the gym until I had 

tered them. In the same way we 
are to work on our lives until we have 

Christianity. It takes discipline! Not 
only so, it takes the power of God in 
your life, the power of God's Holy 
Spirit enabling you to follow God's 

ling you to live for Him. 
And such godliness holds promise 
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The school year is 
almost over and 
summer is 
approaching fast.  
With the onset of a 
new school year 
things really start to 
pick up for me being 

the youth pastor of the Green at New 
Hope.  You put a lot of value, time, 
and effort into preparing ministries, 
programs and messages;
that some people will reject it all.  It 
can be discouraging.   

Faith is sometimes hard.  But why is 
it hard?  Do we have our 
expectations of God too high?  Do 
we think he should fill some fairy tale 
role in our lives granting us wishes, 
prosperity, and health?   
 
While it is true that God wants us to 
live a prosperous life; that life has to
be defined by God’s Word.  
Sometimes I think we make faith 
harder than it has to be.  
 
I am always amazed at the story of 
the centurion in Luke 7.  Here is a 
guy who has authority and is 
respected among his servants and 
the soldiers under him.  Luke 7:7
tells us this, “That is why I did not 
even consider myself worthy to come 
to you. But say the word, and my 
servant will be healed. For I myself 
am a man under authority, with 
soldiers under me. I tell this one, 
'Go,' and he goes; and that one, 
'Come,' and he comes.  I say to my 
servant, 'Do this,' and he does it."  
When Jesus heard this, he was 
amazed at him, and turning to the 
crowd following him, he said, "I tell 
you, I have not found such great faith 
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even in Israel." Then the men who 
had been sent returned to the house 
and found the servant well. 

The centurion had a lot of faith.  He 
knew that if Christ just said the word 
that his servant would be healed.  
Jesus healed the centurion’s servant 
because of his faith.  The centurion 
makes faith look easy.  How is your 
faith?  Why do we go to church?  Do 
we go because it’s the “Christian” 
thing to do or do we go because we 
are excited about God?    Are you 
using God or are you being used by 
God?   Sometimes faith is hard.  
Does it have to be?   

Trust God.  Chase after God.  Find 
your true love in God.  Put your faith 
in God.  

 

 

A CHALLENGE FOR YOU   
An assistant in a butcher's shop is 
5'10" tall. What does he weigh? 
�
Answer at the end of the newsletter 

 
 
 
 It is hard to believe that ATF 

(Acquire the Fire) 
is right around 
the corner.  I am 
always excited 
about going to 

ATF and seeing the change that 
starts taking place as a result of the 
efforts of our student ministry and 
ATF.  It is a great thing to see lives 
changed and turned towards Christ. 
 
 This year we are once again 
asking for help from the 
congregation.   We are in need of 
about 30-40 dozen cookies.  We will 
be using them as snacks Friday 
night when we get back to the 
church as well as Saturday for a 
snack with supper.  If you would be 
willing to make some cookies and 
deliver them to the Ministry Center 
on April 16-17 we would greatly 
appreciate it. 
 
 Also here are some things we 
are asking for prayer support for; 

·  That the students would 
receive the message they will 
hear that weekend 

·  For our leaders – that we 
would love on the students 
and help usher them around 
the journey of their faith 

·  That authentic decisions for 
Christ would be made 



·  That our students would come 
back fired up and ready to do 
great things for God 

·  For stamina and patience – it 
is a long two days and our 
leaders always need an extra 
dose of patience and stamina 

 
Thanks to you, our 

congregation, in everything you 
do in helping to support our 
student ministry.  By praying and 
yes even baking cookies you too 
are helping to change lives.  
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A man owned a 
small farm in 
South Georgia. 
The Wage and 
Hour 

Department claimed he was not 
paying proper wages to his help 
and sent a social security agent to 
interview him. 
 
"You just give me a list of your 
employees and tell me how much 
you pay them." 
 
"All right," said the farmer. "I have a 
hired man. Been with me 
for three years. I pay him $400 a 
week, plus room and board. I 
have a cook. She's been here six 
months. She gets $300 a week 
plus room and board." 
 
"Anybody else?" asked the agent as 
he scribbled on a note pad. 

 
"Yeah," the farmer said. "There's a 
half-wit here. Works about 
eighteen hours a day. I pay him ten 
dollars a week and give him 
chewing tobacco." 
 
"Aha!" the agent roared. "I want to 
talk to that half-wit!" 
 
"You're talkin' to him now," said the 
farmer. 
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A certain good 
woman one day 
said something 
that hurt her 
best friend of 
many years.  

She regretted it immediately and 
would have done anything to have 
taken the words back.  But they were  
said impulsively in a moment of 
thoughtlessness, and as close as 
she and her friend were, she didn't 
consider the effects of her words 
beforehand. 
 
What she said hurt the friend so 
much that this good woman was  
herself hurt for the pain she caused.  
In her effort to undo what she had 
done, she went to an older, wiser 
woman in the village, explained her 
situation, and asked for advice. 
 
The older woman listened patiently 
in an effort to determine just how 



sincere the younger woman was, 
how far she was willing to go to 
correct the situation.  She explained 
that sometimes, in order to put things 
back in order, great efforts must be 
made. 
 
She then asked, "Just what would 
you be willing to do to repair the 
harm done?"  The answer was 
heartfelt.  "Anything!"  
 
Listening to her, the older woman 
sensed the younger woman's  
distress and knew she must help 
her.  She also knew she could never 
alleviate her pain by living her life for 
her, but she could teach, if the 
younger woman would first listen and 
then learn. 
 
She knew the outcome would 
depend solely on the character of the  
younger woman.  She said, "There 
are two things you need to do to  
make amends.  The first of the two is 
extremely difficult.  
 
Tonight, take your best feather 
pillows and open a small hole  
in each one.  Then, before the sun 
rises, you must put a single  
feather on the doorstep of each 
house in town. 
 
When you are through, come back to 
me.  If you've done the first thing 
completely, I'll tell you the second." 
 
The young woman hurried home to 
prepare for her chore, even  
though the pillows were very dear to 
her and very expensive.  
 
All night long, she labored alone in 
the cold.  She went from doorstep to 

doorstep, taking care not to overlook 
a single house.  Her fingers were 
frozen, the wind was so sharp it 
caused her eyes to water, but she 
ran on through the darkened streets,  
thankful there was something she 
could do to put things back the  
way they once were. 
 
Finally as the sky was getting light, 
she placed the last feather on the 
steps of the last house.  Just as the 
sun rose, she returned to the older 
woman. 
 
She was exhausted but relieved that 
her efforts would be rewarded. 
 
"My pillows are empty.  I placed a 
feather on the doorstep of each 
home."  "Now," said the wise 
woman, "Go back and refill your  
pillows.  Then everything will be as it 
was before." 
 
The young woman was stunned.  
"You know that's impossible!  
The wind blew away each feather as 
fast as I placed them on the  
doorsteps!  You didn't say I had to 
get them back!  If this is the second 
requirement, then things will never 
be the same." 
 
"That's true," said the older woman.  
"Never forget.  Each of your words is 
like a feather in the wind.  Once 
spoken, no amount of effort, 
regardless how heartfelt or sincere, 
can ever return them to your mouth.  
Choose your words well and guard  
them most of all in the presence of 
those you love." 
 
Author Unknown 



CHALLENGE ANSWER: Meat!  
 
 
 

APRIL 
 
 2 – Voyagers  (ages 4 – 5th grade) 
6:00pm at MC 
2 – The Green  (6th grade – 12th 
grade) at WC 
 3 – Celebrate Recovery  6:15pm at 
MC 
 6 – Singspiration , 6:30pm at WC 
 9 – Voyagers (ages 4 – 5th grade) 
6:00pm at MC 
 9  – The Green  (6th grade – 12th 
grade) at WC 
10 – Celebrate Recovery  6:15pm at 
MC 
11 – MOPS (Mothers of 
Preschoolers) 9:00am at WC 
14 – Board Meeting  7:00pm at MC 
15 – “So That” Women’s Ministry 
5:30pm at MC 
16 - Voyagers  (ages 4 – 5th grade) 
6:00pm at MC 
16 - The Green  (6th grade – 12th 
grade) at WC 
17 - Celebrate Recovery  6:15pm at 
MC 
19 – Men’s Breakfast  7:00am at MC 
23 – Voyagers  (ages 4 – 5th grade) 
6:00pm at MC 
23 – The Green  (6th grade – 12th 
grade) at WC 
24 – Celebrate Recovery  6:15pm at 
MC 
27 – Potluck dinner  12pm at WC 
30 – The Green  (6th grade – 12th 
grade) at WC 
30 – Celebrate Recovery  6:15pm at 
MC 
 
 
 
 

           April Birthday’s 
3 Deb Demilt 
 Gladys Hayward 
 Dave Kling 
4 Harry Adams 
 Madison Kling 
 Kim Morrell 
7 Mallory Demilt 
 Scott Trimble 
9 Cassidee Schmidt 
12 Julie Sanders 
13 Sandy Bay 
 Kris Tuttle 
14 Tucker Voycheske 
16 Dave Fowler 
 Jim Stevens  
 Eric Washa 
18 Sarah Allen 
 Julie Roberts 
 Carlin Van Velson 
19 Katie Bruce 
20 Olivia Most 
21 Jaret Barnhill 
 Daniella McChesney 
22 Sandy Bruce 
 Kimberly Hill 
 Conner Max 
 Jenny Vacura 
23 Jesse Most 
24 Bret Holmes 
26 Phil Cone 
 Kevin Harms 
27 Teri Ellis 
28 Sean Hanson 
 Sylvia Regier 
29 Shannon Josjor 
 Wendy Scofield 
30 Delbert McKeag 
 
           April Anniversaries 
4 Steve & Teri Ellis 
8 Brian & Niki Vasa 
9 Roger & Janet Skinner 
17 Ron & Myrt Randall 
28 Clayton & Irl Cole 
 Dwayne & Vanessa Mays 


